
Opening Microsoft Dynamics NAV to outside world 

(and binding back to it from there) 



·Introduction 

·NAV before Web services 

·Importance of NAV integrity 

·Web services setup and configuration 

·Types of Web services in NAV 

·Connecting to NAV Web services 

·Issues and caveats with NAV Web services 



·±ƧŜƪƻǎƭŀǾ .ŀōƛŏ 

·Independent consultant for Microsoft Dynamics NAV 

 

 



·Web services: 

·Remote code execution 

·Machine-to-machine interaction 

·Over network (typically Internet) 

·9ƴŘǇƻƛƴǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǘƛōƭŜ 

·Microsoft Dynamics NAV 

·ERP is not an island anymore 

·Outside world need possibility to tap into ERP business 
processes 

·NAV through Web services opens to outside world 



·2-tiered architecture 

·Connectivity to NAV before Web services: 

·C/FRONT 

·NODBC 

·NAV Application Server (NAS) 

 



Stores data 
Stores application logic 

Presents data 
Inputs data 
Executes application logic 



²ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΚ 



Stores data 
Stores application logic 

Presents data 
Inputs data 
Executes application logic  

C/FRONT

NODBC

NAS



Pros Cons 

Allows business logic 
execution 

Expensive licensing 
scenarios 
Slow in execution 
Not easy to use 



Pros Cons 

(hard to think of any)  No business logic 
execution 
Native database only 
Unreliable 
Slow 



Pros Cons 

Full-scale .!6 ȰÃÌÉÅÎÔȱ 
Executes any business 
logic 
Programmable and 
extensible 

No programmatic 
interface 
Not synchronous 
Requires programming in 
NAV for anything  



Presents data 
Inputs data 

 
Executes application logic 
 

Stores data 
Stores application logic 



·Ensures data and application consistency and integrity 

·NAV is not just a database 

 



·Writing: 

·Not triggering table triggers 

·Not triggering field triggers 

·Not validating table relations 

·Not validating conditional relations 

·Reading: 

·Flow fields 

·Option fields 

·Multi-language capabilities 



·Reading item availability from SQL database 

·Reading item prices from SQL database 

·Writing new orders from web shop directly into SQL 
tables 

·Printing sales invoices from an ODBC report 



·ά/ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎέ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ b!± ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƭƻƎƛŎ 

·NAV Service Tier ensures business logic integrity 

·Any read/write operation works exactly the same as 
through Classic or RoleTailored Client 

·No SQL, C/FRONT, ODBC or any other connectivity tools 
need to be installed on consumer end 



·Service: 

·Microsoft Dynamics NAV Business Web Services 

·Configuration file path: 

C:\ Program Files \ Microsoft Dynamics NAV \ 60\  
Service \ CustomSettings.config  
  

·Web services in NAV: 

·Built using WCF 

·Do not require or use Internet Information Services (IIS) 

 

 

 


