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This document provides answers to common questions regarding BizTalk Server 2006 support for a variety of Web Services standards.
Q: I want to use Web Services to communicate to BizTalk. What options do I have?
Q: How do I implement WS-Security?
Q: What is WSE adapter for BizTalk?
Q: You are saying there will be no WSE 3.0 adapter for BizTalk. Why?
Q: How do I implement WS-<MyFavoriteStandard> if it’s not supported by WSE 2.0 or SOAP adapters?
Q: I am upgrading from BizTalk 2004 to BizTalk 2006. What do I do?
Q: I’m using nothing but Java. Can I talk to you?
Q: Is there a WCF (aka Indigo) adapter for BizTalk?


Q: I want to use Web Services to communicate to BizTalk. What options do I have?

There are several options among which you can choose:

	Technology
	BTS 2004
	BTS 2006

	SOAP
	Included
	Included

	WSE 2.0
	Web download
	Web download in H1 CY06

	WSE 3.0
	
	Through Partner

	WCF
	
	Web download in H2 CY06

Community adapter (alpha release and not supported)


The SOAP adapter does not implement any WS-* protocols. It is based on the ASMX stack and presents the most basic mean to communicate in the WS world. It can be used in conjunction with SSL to ensure transport level security. Please refer to the sections on WSE and WCF for details on respective adapters.

The product documentation contains general instructions for consuming a web service from within a BizTalk application and exposing an application as a Web Service.

It is also possible to consume (call) a web service without using an adapter by direct call from an expression shape. This approach has an advantage that user has full control over the call parameters. However, messages sent this way will not be processed by BizTalk messaging system. 

Q: How do I implement WS-Security?

If you need to implement WS-Security 1.0, WS-SecurityPolicy, WS-SecureConversation, WS-Trust, WS-Policy as per this document, you should use WSE 2.0 adapter for BizTalk. For longer lead projects, you should consider using upcoming WCF adapter.

Q: What is the WSE adapter for BizTalk?

A BizTalk 2004 adapter for WSE 2.0 is available as a web download. This adapter is currently (March 06) not supported on BizTalk 2006. We are working on a service pack for the adapter that will enable it to work on both BizTalk 2004 and 2006. The functionality of the adapter will remain unchanged. The service pack will be available for download from the same site in the first half of 2006.

There are no plans to have WSE 3.0 adapter for BizTalk. All new functionality will be implemented in WCF adapter.

Q: You are saying there will be no WSE 3.0 adapter for BizTalk. Why?

WCF will be released soon after BizTalk 2006 is released. The WCF adapter for BizTalk will be wire compatible with both WSE 3.0 and WCF callers and endpoints. Once released, the WCF adapter for BizTalk Server will provide a single solution for WSE 2 and 3 standards. In the meantime, there are partners that provide WSE 3 adapters today.
Q: How do I implement WS-<MyFavoriteStandard> if it’s not supported by WSE 2.0 or SOAP adapters?

You have three options:

· You can use WCF adapter if it implements the standard that you require. Please refer to the WCF adapter section for details.

· You can write a proxy that will handle the standard on the outside and speak something simpler (e.g. plain SOAP) on the BizTalk side.

· You can write your own adapter using adapter SDK. This is a more complex solution than writing a proxy.

Q: I am upgrading from BizTalk 2004 to BizTalk 2006. What do I do?

BizTalk 2004 requires .NET 1.1 for execution and Visual Studio 2003 for development. BizTalk 2006 requires .NET 2.0 for execution and VS 2005 for development. After you complete the upgrade:

· If you are using straight SOAP you are good to go. You will need to configure your SOAP receive locations to use ASP.NET 2.0. Please refer to BizTalk 2006 documentation for details.
· If you use WSE 2.0 adapter you will need to download and install service pack for the adapter. All port configuration will be preserved. You will be able to develop BizTalk 2006 applications that use WSE 2.0 adapter.

· When WCF adapter is released you can use it to communicate to and from WCF-compliant services.

Q: I’m using nothing but Java. Can I talk to you?

Yes. This article describes Web Services Security Interoperability Using Web Services Enhancement 2.0 and Systinet Server 5.0 for Java.

Q: Is there a WCF (aka Indigo) adapter for BizTalk?

Yes, there are two.

· An official WCF adapter is scheduled to be released soon after the WCF ships with Windows Vista. It will support many leading standards such as WS-Security 1.1, WS-AtomicTransaction 1.0, MTOM, etc. A beta version of the adapter will be available prior to the release of WCF, possibly as soon a summer 2006. Upon the release of the WCF adapter, it will become the preferred way of communicating to BizTalk applications.

· If you have aggressive timelines, there is a community adapter that can be downloaded from GotDotNet. This adapter is not tested or endorsed by Microsoft.

