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Massachusetts will begin using OpenDocument as the default
document format later this year as planned, but it will be sticking
with Microsoft Office in the near term, the state’s top technology
executive said.

As expected, Louis Gutierrez, chief information officer of
Massachusetts' Information Technology Division, on Wednesday sent
a letter seen by CNET News.com to advocates of people with
disabilities. The letter was in response to their concerns about the
commonwealth's plan to move to the OpenDocument format, or ODF,
standard.

In addition, Gutierrez last week wrote to the state's Information
Technology Advisory Board with an update on the OpenDocument
format implementation plan, as had been planned.

Last year, Massachusetts caught international attention for its
decision to standardize by January 2007 on ODF, a document format
standard not supported in Microsoft Office.

Disability unfriendly?

The move was criticized by disability-rights groups, which complained
that going to ODF-compliant products, such as the open-source
OpenOffice suite, would not adequately address their needs. In
general, Microsoft Office has better assistive technologies, such as
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— More by this author
Open document man resigns
from Mass CTO post

Tired of being a lightning rod

The main cheerleader behind Massachusetts’
embrace of the OpenDocument format (ODF)
has resigned, saying his role as the state's IT
chief has been undermined by controversy
surrounding the document battle.

Peter Quinn, the chief information officer for
Massachusetts since 2002, notified his staff of the
decision to move on last week. The resignation
becomes effective on Jan. 12 and raises some
questions as to how the OpenDocument push will be
embraced without its major backer. That said, the
state is still on course to use the ODF standard by
2007.
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